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Scouting America Camping 
Scouting America has established the following guidelines for a safe and quality 
camping experience. Fundamental guiding principles for camping: 

• Supervision of camping activities must include qualified, registered, adult 
leadership. 

• At a minimum, one leader present is current in Hazardous Weather Training for 
all unit types. It is recommended that all leaders complete this training every two 
years. Hazardous Weather Training is available at any time online as part of the 
Training section of My.Scouting.org. If you’ve never visited this site before, you’ll 
need to click the “create account” button and then follow the instructions; have 
your Scouting America membership ID number handy. 

• At a minimum, Cub Scout Packs, Webelos dens and Arrow of Light dens / patrols 
who camp overnight must have a BALOO trained leader present. BALOO is 
recommended for all Cub Scout leaders who go camping with Cub Scouts. 
Please check with the Council to see where and when the next Baloo training 
event will take place. 

• Local council approval is needed for unit-coordinated overnight camping 
activities involving other units not chartered by the same organization. Units that 
wish to host events involving other units that do not share the same charter 
partner must have approval from their council. This includes events for packs, 
troops, crews, and ships from the same council; neighboring councils; the same 
territory; or other territory. 

• Activities must be age- and skill-appropriate for all participants. 
• Youth who are not registered in the unit may not accompany parents or siblings 

in camping programs of Scouts BSA*, Venturing, and Sea Scouting.  
o For example, siblings who are not registered in the specific troop may not 

attend Scouts BSA troop campouts as part of a “family camp”.  Youth who 
are not registered in the unit may not accompany parents or siblings in 
camping programs of Scouts BSA*, Venturing, and Sea 
Scouting.  Recruiting exception:  When recruiting youth not registered in 
Scouting, they may attend a unit campout if eligible for registration in the 
unit.  When recruiting all program policies apply including an annual health 
and medical record,  parental consent, age appropriate activities. 

 

Additional program-centric requirements and limitations to camping may also 
exist.  These are introduced in training modules required of unit leaders and specified in 
other sections of the Guide to Safe Scouting .  

*See Guidelines for Arrow of Light Scouts Camping Overnight with Scouts BSA below.  

https://my.scouting.org/
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/HealthSafety/pdf/680-685.pdf
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/
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Additional Guidelines Specifically for Cub Scout Unit-
Coordinated Camping 

• Cub Scout camping is a family-centric program. 
• Cub Scout camping is limited to their council’s designated locations with 

appropriate facilities, this includes Maumee Scout Reservation  
• Cub Scout pack unit coordinated camping is limited to no more than two 

consecutive nights.  
• Cub Scout youth may tent with a parent or guardian and siblings as outlined in 

Scouting’s Barriers to Abuse. 
• As with all Scouting activities, Lion Cub Scouts and Tiger Cub Scouts must have 

their adult partner present to take part in overnight camping.  
• For all other ranks: only in exceptional circumstances, a Cub Scout whose parent 

or legal guardian cannot attend a unit overnight camping trip 
may participate under the supervision of another registered adult member in 
Scouting who is a parent of a Cub Scout who is also attending. The unit leader 
and a parent or legal guardian must agree to the arrangement, and all Youth 
Protection policies apply. At no time may another adult accept responsibility for 
more than one additional “nonfamily member” youth.  

 

Webelos and Arrow of Light Camping Additional 
Guidelines 

Effective June 1, 2024, Webelos is the designated program for 4th graders and Arrow of 
Light is the designated program for 5th graders.  As such, the Arrow of Light program is 
no longer combined with the Webelos program and the purpose of Webelos (4th grade) 
is no longer to prepare Cub Scouts to join Scouts BSA. The purpose of the Arrow of 
Light program is to prepare for Arrow of Light Scouts to join a Scouts BSA troop.  

• Only Webelos Scout dens and Arrow of Light dens/patrols may conduct den 
coordinated overnight campouts.  Webelos Scout dens and Arrow of Light dens/ 
patrols coordinated overnight campouts are restricted to no more than two 
consecutive nights.   

• Webelos den or Arrow of Light den/patrol coordinated camping is only for the 
youth members of those dens/patrols, their parents, and their registered adult 
leadership.    

• Webelos den and Arrow of Light den/ patrol coordinated campout must have a 
BALOO trained adult leader in attendance and all of Scouting’s Youth Protection 

http://www.hoosiermaumee.org/
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policies apply. Reminder – Cub Scout overnight camping is limited to their 
council’s designated locations with appropriate facilities.  

• During Webelos Scout dens and Arrow of Light den/patrol camping, each Scout 
should attend with their parent(s) or legal guardian(s). A Webelos Scout or Arrow 
of Light Scout whose parent or legal guardian cannot attend a Webelos den or 
Arrow of Light patrol overnight camping trip may participate under the 
supervision of at least two registered leaders. The leaders and a parent or legal 
guardian must agree to the arrangement, and all Youth Protection policies apply.  

• Webelos Scouts and Webelos Scout dens may not participate at a Scouts BSA 
troop unit campout or at a Scouts BSA “camporee” or other events designed for 
Scouts BSA during the day and/or overnight, even as visitors.   

 
* Guidelines for Arrow of Light Scouts Camping Overnight with Scouts BSA  

• Arrow of Light Scouts can participate and camp at a unit coordinated campout 
with a Scouts BSA troop they are eligible to join. They must attend as an Arrow of 
Light den/patrol under the supervision of two deep leadership from their Arrow of 
Light den/patrol or pack.  All Cub Scout camping requirements still apply, 
including the Arrow of Light den/patrol must have a BALOO trained adult leader 
in attendance and all of Scouting’s Youth Protection policies apply.   

• Arrow of Light Scouts may participate at a Scouts BSA “camporee” (council 
coordinated, short-term camp, see NCAP SA-001) during the day and/or 
overnight in one of two ways:   

I. With their Arrow of Light Den/Patrol. Arrow of Light Scouts can attend as 
an Arrow of Light den/patrol under the supervision of two deep leadership 
from their Arrow of Light den/patrol or pack. The Arrow of Light Scout’s 
parent or legal guardian(s) may attend with the Arrow of Light den/patrol 
and their child, either alongside the two-deep leadership or as part of it if 
they are registered with the pack. Or  

II. As an Individual Scout. Arrow of Light Scouts can attend with their 
parent(s) or legal guardian(s) if the local council coordinates two deep 
leadership per NCAP Standard HS-502, see below. 

 
HS-502 - SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS OF THE STANDARD: 
A. A unit leader has no other duties that would detract from responsibilities as 
the unit leader. 
B. Minimum leadership requirements. 
1. The minimum leadership requirements for any Cub Scout unit attending long-
term camp is a ratio of two adults to a maximum of eight youth and one additional 
adult for each four additional youth (or part thereof). 
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2. The minimum leadership requirement for other unit-based camps and 
programs is two leaders with each unit as provided in Scouting America’s Youth 
Protection Policies, including having one registered female adult, age 21 or older, in 
every unit serving female youth. If a unit cannot meet these standards, then the 
camp may arrange leadership. 
C. A camp that is not organized to provide service to Scouting America units, but 
rather to serve individuals, must provide for adequate adult supervision given the 
age of the youth and planned activities. Supervision can be provided by a 
combination of staff and volunteers so long as the National Camp Standards and 
Scouting America’s Youth Protection Policies are met.   

 

Health Form Guidelines 
An Annual Health and Medical Record (Health Form), is required for any and all Scouting 
activities, all participants must complete Part A and Part B (both pages). “All participants” 
includes parents, guardians, siblings, youth, staff, and unit leaders. Though Part C is 
only required for participation in events lasting longer than 72 hours, all Scouting America 
participants are encouraged to complete this pre-participation physical during an annual 
exam performed by a licensed health-care provider.  

More information along with the appropriate health forms can be found at: 
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/ahmr/  

 

https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/ahmr/
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